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Biblical Translations Used

Unless otherwise specified, Bible quotes in this book are taken from the
TANAKH, a new translation published in 1985, according to the Traditional Hebrew
Text.

Next in frequency used is The Amplified Bible published in 1962, according to
both the Greek and Hebrew scriptures. The Amplified Bible offers a range of
nuances in meaning that are given side by side for the reader’s own discretion.

Next in frequency used are the traditional King James Version and also the
Septuagint, the Greek-based text from which Jesus studied, as told in the Urantia
Book.

This spectrum of translations has been crucial in obtaining the full range of
possible interpretations that are consistent with the meaning of the original texts.



About this Book

This book presents a new and unified interpretation of the Old Testament
Prophets, the Dead Sea Scrolls, 1Enoch, and the Urantia Book. As these
interpretations were uncovered, it became clear that they were relevant for today’s 
world.

I hope this book will be a firsthand experience of reading original prophecy as
well as an interpretation thereof. Toward that goal, much original scripture is
included so that it can be read along with my interpretations that follow it. It is
always my goal to let the reader examine the facts and to decide for him or herself
the meanings of the verses presented. Truth will always bear up, even under the
most searching of analyses. Ideally, the books of prophecy discussed should also be
available to the reader for more in-depth consultation when needed.

The length of the book is mostly accounted for by a generous presentation of
quoted material from the various sources discussed. I believe that the careful
reader will develop a broad understanding of all the sources discussed and that his
efforts will be duly rewarded with a newfound understanding of the human
condition and the confusing world in which he lives today. When crisis someday
arises, I hope this book will be a beacon of sanity amidst the crumbling paradigms
and toppling walls of a civilization gone awry. God has foreseen these crises and has
passed His foreknowledge to us through His servants, the Prophets, for the
guidance, safety, and edification of His children.



Forward

This book is an outgrowth of a lifelong search for truth. My formal education is
in science. My religious education is the result of three books: The Urantia Book,
The Complete Poems of Emily Dickinson, and The Bible in chronological order. This
book is woven out of these three strands.

As I knew nothing about prophecy interpretation, this book grew out of an
intensive study of The Old Testament prophets, 1Enoch, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and
The Complete Works of Emily Dickinson. Many of the ideas that emerged from this
study were wholly foreign and surprising to me as they may also be to you. For
example, I believed, as a scientist, that predictive prophecy was impossible. The
first time I read the Old Testament prophets, I understood practically nothing. I
could not see how I would ever comprehend those utterances. Slowly, I realized that
I had overlooked this source as a result of many, deeply ingrained prejudices and
assumptions that have turned out to be false in the light of further analysis. And so,
little by little, step by step, the meanings and values emerged for me from the
scriptural texts.

This book has been in circulation both in manuscript and electronic form since
the end of 1999, almost four years ago now. The true test of prophecy is the march
of time and the historical events that are unfolded in our lives. So far the tenets and
explanations provided by this book are passing the test of time with remarkable
accuracy. I continue to believe that The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand offers the
most complete understanding of our troubled world that exists today. I feel
confident that these truths will stand the future test of time because they belong not
to me but to God Himself. I also believe that They have been given to man for his
edification, guidance, and use. As always, each of us must decide whether or not we
avail ourselves of the information that He has so generously provided.



About The Urantia Book

Some of this book refers to concepts and facts contained in The Urantia Book.
The Urantia Book was published in 1955. Its origin remains a mystery. It is available
on the Web at www.urantia.org/booksearch.html in a searchable format. It is also
available in some bookstores and some libraries, as well as through the Urantia
Foundation and the Urantia Fellowship, its two supporting networks of readers.
The Urantia Book is embraced at present by only a few, but I believe it will
eventually be universally known and studied. If we are tempted to reject The
Urantia Book based on its present lack of popular and scholarly success, we should
remember that Jesus himself, a divine revelation of unsurpassable magnitude, was
rejected and unrecognized, except for a very small contingent of devoted followers
who, after his death, set out and changed the world. If Jesus were among us today,
would our media portray him fairly? Would our politicians embrace him? Would
we ourselves accept him in the face of negative media coverage, slander, and
rejection by the power elite? Would our scholars predict his coming or recognize
his value? Truth is always a threat to those who use power to further their own
ends. Truth dispels the confusion of deceit and lays it bare for all to see. Is this
world ready for that? Are we?

For our specific purposes here, suffice it to say that The Urantia Book contains
much new information regarding Jesus and his gospel of the "Kingdom of Heaven,"
as well as the mysterious Melchizedek, the "priest of the Most High" in Genesis.
This new information has enabled an expanded understanding of sacred scripture
and prophecy, which is the subject matter of this book. The uninitiated reader
should be able to understand this book even with no prior familiarity with the
somewhat alien concepts and terminology of the Urantia Book. In fact, such a
reader will come to understand much about the Urantia Book as a result of reading
this book.



About Prophecy

     Isaiah tells us that God’s ways are not man’s ways. God’s words, the words of true prophecy, are also 
not like man's words.  God’s words start as small seedlings and over time they grow, give off branches, 
form buds, and finally, burst into bloom. Just so, the word "Israel" starts out as the tiny seed of one man
named Abraham, but through the ages, the word "Israel" grows, changes, and finally bursts forth into the
brotherhood of all mankind. Words of prophecy often have past, present, and future connotations. Each
word demands tremendous respect and study of all the contexts of its usage. Reverence for the source of
prophecy is the key to its study, for it is God who must lead our minds into the understanding of what He
himself has inspired? Without the indwelling spirit there would be no prophecy and no interpretation of
prophecy. But reason and the scientific method are also critical for the elimination of error, and for the
building of a strong foundation from whence inspired intuition may leap safely. Therefore, both reason and
faith are necessary for the complete appreciation of prophecy, just as they are for the full appreciation of all
other phenomena.



THE KINGDOM OF

HEAVEN

IS AT HAND

Author

Edmund J. Roache, MD


