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Biblical Trandations Used

Unless otherwise specified, Bible quotesin thisbook aretaken from the
TANAKH, a new trandglation published in 1985, according to the Traditional Hebrew
Text.

Next in frequency used is The Amplified Bible published in 1962, according to
both the Greek and Hebrew scriptures. The Amplified Bible offersa range of
nuances in meaning that are given side by side for the reader’s own discretion.

Next in frequency used arethetraditional King James Version and also the
Septuagint, the Greek-based text from which Jesus studied, astold in the Urantia
Book.

This spectrum of trandations hasbeen crucial in obtaining the full range of
possibleinterpretationsthat are consistent with the meaning of the original texts.



About this Book

Thisbook presentsanew and unified inter pretation of the Old Testament
Prophets, the Dead Sea Scrolls, 1Enoch, and the Urantia Book. Asthese
inter pretations were uncover ed, it became clear that they wererelevant for today’s
world.

| hopethisbook will be a firsthand experience of reading original prophecy as
well asan interpretation thereof. Toward that goal, much original scriptureis
included so that it can beread along with my inter pretationsthat follow it. Itis
always my goal to let thereader examine the facts and to decidefor him or her self
the meanings of the verses presented. Truth will alwaysbear up, even under the
most sear ching of analyses. Ideally, the books of prophecy discussed should also be
availableto thereader for morein-depth consultation when needed.

Thelength of the book is mostly accounted for by a gener ous presentation of
guoted material from the various sour ces discussed. | believe that the careful
reader will develop a broad under standing of all the sour ces discussed and that his
effortswill be duly rewarded with a newfound under standing of the human
condition and the confusing world in which helivestoday. When crisis someday
arises, | hope thisbook will be a beacon of sanity amidst the crumbling paradigms
and toppling walls of a civilization gone awry. God has foreseen these crises and has
passed Hisforeknowledge to usthrough His servants, the Prophets, for the
guidance, safety, and edification of His children.



About the Author

This book is an outgrowth of a lifelong search for truth. My
formal education is in science. My religious education is the
result of three books: The Urantia Book, The Complete Poems of
Emily Dickinson, and The Bible in chronologic order. This book
IS woven out of these three strands.

As | knew nothing about prophecy interpretation, this book
grew out of a one year intensive study of The Old Testament
prophets, 1Enoch, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and The Complete
Works of Emily Dickinson. Many of the ideas that emerged from
this study were wholly foreign and surprising to me as they may
also be to you. For example, | believed, as a scientist, that
predictive prophecy was impossible. The first time | read the Old
Testament prophets, | understood practically nothing. I could
not see how | would ever comprehend those utterances.
However, a statement in the Urantia Book kept recurring to my
mind. “Do not overlook the value of your spiritual heritage, the
river of truth running down through the centuries, even to the
barren time of a materialistic and secular age.” (Urantia Book
page 2082 is from the Urantia Foundation printing.) Slowly, |
realized that | had overlooked this source as aresult of many,
deeply ingrained prejudices and assumptions that have turned
out to be false in the light of further analysis. And so,
encouraged by the Urantia Book; little by little, step by step, the
meanings and values emerged for me from the scriptural texts.

This book contains my understandings to date. However,
there is much yet left to learn, many errors to correct, and new
material to add. History of course, will be the ultimate arbiter of
the value and accuracy of these interpretations. Nevertheless, |
feel confident that these truths will stand the test of time
because they belong to God Himself and | believe that they have
been given to man for his edification and use. It is up to each
one of us to decide how we will receive and use this information.



About The Urantia Book

Some of thisbook refersto concepts and facts contained in The Urantia Book.
The Urantia Book was published in 1955. Itsorigin remainsa mystery. It isavailable
on the Web at www.urantia.org/booksear ch.html in a searchableformat. Itisalso
availablein some bookstores and somelibraries, aswell asthrough the Urantia
Foundation and the Urantia Fellowship, its two supporting networks of readers.
The Urantia Book isembraced at present by only afew, but | believeit will
eventually be universally known and studied. If we aretempted toreect The
Urantia Book based on its present lack of popular and scholarly success, we should
remember that Jesus himself, a divinerevelation of unsurpassable magnitude, was
rejected and unrecognized, except for a very small contingent of devoted followers
who, after hisdeath, set out and changed theworld. If Jesuswereamong ustoday,
would our media portray him fairly? Would our politicians embrace him? Would
we our selves accept him in the face of negative media cover age, slander, and
reection by the power elite? Would our scholars predict hiscoming or recognize
hisvalue? Truth isalwaysathreat to those who use power to further their own
ends. Truth dispelsthe confusion of deceit and laysit barefor all to see. Isthis
world ready for that? Arewe?

For our specific purposes here, sufficeit to say that The Urantia Book contains
much new information regarding Jesus and his gospel of the" Kingdom of Heaven,"
aswell asthe mysterious Melchizedek, the" priest of the Most High" in Genesis.
This new information has enabled an expanded under standing of sacred scripture
and prophecy, which isthe subject matter of thisbook. The uninitiated reader
should be able to understand thisbook even with no prior familiarity with the
somewhat alien concepts and terminology of the Urantia Book. In fact, such a
reader will cometo understand much about the Urantia Book asa result of reading
this book.



About Prophecy

Isaiah tells us that God’s ways are not man’s ways. God’s words, the words of
true prophecy, are also not like man's words. God’s words start as small seedlings
and over timethey grow, give off branches, form buds, and finally, burst into
bloom. Just so, theword " Isradl" startsout asthetiny seed of one man named
Abraham, but through the ages, theword " Israel” grows, changes, and finally
burstsforth into the brotherhood of all mankind. Words of prophecy often have
past, present, and future connotations. Each word demands tremendous r espect
and study of all the contexts of itsusage. Reverencefor the source of prophecy is
thekey toitsstudy, for it is God who must lead our mindsinto the under standing of
what He himself hasinspired? Without the indwelling spirit there would be no
prophecy and no inter pretation of prophecy. But reason and the scientific method
arealso critical for the elimination of error, and for the building of a strong
foundation from whence inspired intuition may leap safely. Therefore, both reason
and faith are necessary for the complete appreciation of prophecy, just asthey are
for the full appreciation of all other phenomena.



Introduction
In order to reduce confusion, a smple sketch of the overall prophetic picture follows.

Wearenear to ending " the age of the gentiles’ initiated by Jesus and elaborated by
Christiansover thelast 2,000 years. Beforethe" age of the gentiles (Christians)” we had
the " age of the Hebrews" which also had lasted for approximately 2,000 years. After the
War of Romein 70 AD, the Jewish peoples and nation went backstage, and on hold for
2,000 yearsasthe Christians had their turn in the leading role as '""God’s people."
According to prophecy, we are now entering the consummation of these two ages of man.
We areabout to begin thetrial period that comesbeforethearrival of the Messiah of Old
Testament description. Therefore, thisupcoming period isreferred to asthe messianic
period. Duringthisupcoming messianic period both the ages of Christian and Jew are
unified and brought to a single, joint consummation. Prophetic scripture of the Old
Testament era has much to say about how and why this messianic consummation will
proceed. Thisbook isan interpretation, presentation, and synthesis of those prophetic
scriptures asthey have been illuminated by the recently acquired Urantia Book, and the
newly discovered Dead Sea Scrolls (both around 1950).

Throughout the history of our world, arecurring general themeisevident. Humankind
and its leadership first flourish through God’s grace. They then subsequently become self-
satisfied and fall away from His precepts. Having become separated from God, we are also
separated from the source of all wisdom. Theresult isthe downfall of whatever was built
and accomplished. Thisisthe underlying theme behind thefall of ancient Israel, the fall of
Adam and Eve, and the collapse of thetower of Babel. Thiswill also be thetheme of the
unraveling of America in specific and modern civilization in general. The elements of the
story are alwaysthe same. The Prophetstell usthat the leaders become progressively
blinded by power and pride, and thus become mis-leaders— progressively lawless, deceitful,
self-serving, and unwise. The majority of " the people’ are passive, blind, deaf, and dumb.
They follow their mis-leadersinto chaos and catastrophe. God sends his
prophets/messenger sto warn and correct, but to no avail, except for the very few whose
hearts and minds are set right and who are ableto beled to safety. Theseremaining few
become the remnant, the survivorsand progenitors of the next cycle. However, thistime
the cycleisdifferent. Thistime, nuclear weapons have entered the scene. If there had been
nuclear weapons when Rome fell, we wouldn’t be here today to discuss the matter. The
presence of nuclear weapons changes God’s evolutionary, remnant plan into no-plan. It
changestheremnant into no-remnant. Man has never before been ableto achieve stability
and avoid the abuse of power and the downfall of empire. Arewe more maturenow? Are
our leadersdifferent from prior leaders? Arewewiser? Have we stopped straying from
God’s laws and ways? The presence of thousands of nuclear weapons changes man’s next
fall into hislast fall. Thetower of Babel now hasa bomb on thetop of it. However, God
will not allow the many good and decent people of our world to be annihilated. Thisiswhy
the Messiah comes; thisiswhy God will choose to enter human history directly. Sincethe
death of Adam and Eve, our world has been without direct divine leadership. The age of
strictly human sovereignty will be terminated shortly, and the World Messiah so long
awaited by faithful Jews, will enter the sceneto stay. Our world will never again be
without direct divine leadership. Today’s upside down world becomes tomorrow’s right
sideup world. But first, thereisastory to tell.



(Theremnant of this cycle has unique characteristics and activitiesto perform. They
are made wise by special books; they stand up for God and Hisway in the midst of
persecution; they receive divine protection through their following of God’swill; and they
teach God’s true way: the message of Jesus, the Kingdom of Heaven within. God Himself
names thisremnant through His prophets and servants. They arethe elect, and are those
who elect God’s will at the end of the age. This book is dedicated to all those who so elect.)



Old Testament Prophecy---
Melchizedek’s Legacy
1

The Urantia Book has many of the missing pieces to a grand puzzle about our world and our
placeinit. So much that was previously covered up is now reveaed in the light of day.
Consider Melchizedek and his entrance into world history approximately 4,000 years ago. For
those unfamiliar with The Urantia Book, our world has undergone intense deprivation and
disarray as aresult of the Lucifer rebellion and the failure of Adam and Eve. The disastrous
results of these events have only been partially remediated by the activities of Melchizedek and
Jesus. The Urantia Book tells us that:

UB (Urantia Book)

1014 ...revealed truth was then threatened with extinction...following the
miscarriage of the Adamic mission on Urantia (Earth)... The concept
of God had grown dim and hazy in the minds of men... Machiventa
Melchizedek, one of twelve planetary receivers, volunteered to do
that which had been done only six times in the history of all Nebadon (our section
of the cosmos); to personalize on earth as a temporary man of the realm, to
bestow himself as an emergency Son of world ministry.

UB 1015 It was 1,973 years before the birth of Jesus that Machiventa M el chizedek
was bestowed... Like Jesus, Melchizedek attended strictly to the
fulfillment of the mission.... He came to achieve two tasks: to keep
alive...the truth of one God and to prepare the way for the subsequent
mortal bestowal of a Paradise Son of that Universal Father.

(Jesus, the Son of Man).

UB 852 The supramaterial government of Urantia ...continued, but
direct physical contact with the evolutionary races had been
severed since the death of Adam.

UB 853 Physical representatives of the universe government had been

stationed on the planet . . . over aperiod of more than four
hundred and fifty thousand years and now had this come to an end.
UB 853 Angelic helpers continued to struggle in conjunction with the
thought adjusters, both working heroically for the salvage of the
individual; but no comprehensive plan for far reaching world
welfare was promulgated to the mortals of the earth until the
arrival of Machiventa Melchizedek, in the time of Abraham,
who, with the power, patience and authority of a Son of God, did
lay the foundations for the future uplift and spiritual rehabilitation
of unfortunate Urantia.

The quotes above describe the reasons and purposes of Melchizedek’s incarnation on our
world. Let’s step back a little bit and review the information we have to date about this
mysterious and important figure of Melchizedek, who interacts with Abraham during the dawn
of the Judeo-Christian experience. Also anote of explanation, Nebadon is our section of the
COSMOS.

For those readers not familiar with Melchizedek,



TheBibletellsus:

1. Melchizedek was King of Salem (Genesis 14:18) which later devel oped
into Jeru(salem).

2. HewasPriest of the Most High (God). (Genesis 14:19)

3. Isbeforeand above Abraham. Blesses Abraham and receives
tithes from Abraham. (Genesis 14:20)

4. Heisanimmortal being: a ‘priest forever’ (Psalms 110), ‘without
record of father and mother or ancestral line, neither with
beginning of days nor ending of life.” (Hebrews 7:3)

5. ‘resembles the Son of God’ (Hebrews 7:3)

6. Ison a similar divine status as Jesus. Jesus is ‘a High Priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 6:20)

The Urantia Book tells us that:
1. Meéelchizedek isa Son of God below the order that Jesusisfrom
(UB 335)

2. After thefailure of Adam and Eve he was sent here to begin
restoring the divine plans for our world. (UB 853)

3. Hewas here on our world, beginning around 2000 B.C., for
approximately 100 years as an adult physical being of the
realm. (UB 1015)

4. Hismain goal wasto prepare a people, |srael, that would
under stand and recognize Jesus, Son of God and Son of Man.

5. Hefirst had to establish monotheism, the concept of the One God,
so that the Son of the One God, Jesus, could be understood. This
was accomplished mainly through the Patriarchs and Prophets of
Israel, especialy Elijah whose successful campaign established the
One God over and above the multitude of tribal gods (Baals)
previoudly in existence. (UB 1062)

6. He brings God’s covenant to Abraham (UB); heisthe‘'messenger’
of God’s covenant with Abraham. (Malachi 3:1)

7. Hecollaborated with the Prophets to bring God’s plans and
perspectives to man (Israel). (UB 1024). In addition there is a multitude of
other information about Melchizedek in The Urantia Book which fills
out our knowledge of this previously mysterious figure.

The Dead Sea Scrollstells us:

1. Melchizedek is one and the same as ‘the Lord’ in the Old
Testament (when not referring to God Himself.) (DSC 11Q13) This
agrees with statementsin The Urantia Book.

2. Méelchizedek isthe Lord/Messiah who comesin the last days when
"al the nations" come against modern Israel as prophesied by the
Old Testament Prophets (11Q13) This agrees with The Urantia Book
statements to the effect that Melchizedek is soon to be our Planetary
Prince, aWorld Messiah in residence. (UB 1025 and 1251)

The correlation of the information in the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Prophets, and The Urantia
Book is avery important observation that suggests a connection to acommon source. That
source can only be the source of al truth, the divine kingdom of heaven, from which God



Himself is directing the revelation of truth to his evolving sons and daughters of the material
world.

Notice carefully that Melchizedek’s plans involve global welfare, are "far reaching" into the
future, and are comprehensive. Comprehensive includes al three aspects of reality: material,
intellectual, and spiritual. A comprehensive plan would then address the genetic-biologic level,
the concept-comprehension level, as well as the spiritual level which was addressed by Michael’s
(Christ’s) bestowal (incarnation). As we look around the world today, can we really say that the
need for "uplift and spiritual rehabilitation” has been fully satisfied? Did the bestowal of
Michael (Christ) complete and end Melchizedek’s "far reaching, comprehensive plan"? Or is
there more to come?

UB 1020 Melchizedek made aformal covenant with Abraham at Salem.
Said he to Abraham: ‘L ook now up to the heavens and number
the starsif you are able; so numerous shall your seed (offspring)
be!’. And Abraham believed Melchizedek, and ‘it was counted
to him for righteousness.” And then Melchizedek told Abraham
the story of the future occupation of Canaan by his offspring after
their sojourn in Egypt.

Note herethat the Urantia Book documentsthat Melchizedek already knew about
Israel’s future occupation of Canaan and tells it directly to Abraham 400 years before it
happens. What else did Melchizedek know? The Urantia Book offers a clue.

UB 2082 Do not overlook the value of your spiritual heritage, theriver
of truth running down through the ages. . .

Could thisriver of truth, at least in part, be the Judaic and Christian scriptural heritage? Have
we overlooked anything? Perhapsthere-analysis of scripture, in the new light of Urantia
Book information, could reveal new scriptural meanings not fully appreciated in times
past. The Urantia Book tells us that:

UB 1021 Mel chizedek continued for some yearsto instruct his students
and to train the Missionaries, who penetrated to all
surrounding tribes, especially to Egypt, Mesopotamia and Asia
Minor. ... missionaries penetrated all of Europe, even to
the British Isles. Also, the Hebrews became loosely established
in Palestine. ... They became idolatrous and licentious and their
idea of Deity fell far below the Egyptian and Mesopotamian
concepts of God that were maintained by certain surviving
groups and which were recorded in the Psalms. ... The Psalms are
the work of over a score or more authors; many were written by
Egyptian and Mesopotamian teachers. No other single collection
covers such a great range of time...and embraces the entire period
Amenehopeto Isaiah.

And so we have a definite pedigree that leads from Melchizedek through his missionaries and
to the psalms. Whatever the psalmists’ understandings were, they obtained directly from their
long contact with an authoritative source, Melchizedek. Isit possible that information regarding
Melchizedek’s future plans for Urantia was reveal ed to the missionaries and may be gleaned
from the Psalms? Scholars of the Dead Sea Scrolls have been surprised by the large emphasis
placed on the use of the Psalms, as a prophetic source by the Qumran community. In light of
The Urantia Book information, they no longer need be surprised.



UB 1043 It wasthe missionaries of the period following the
reection of their teaching who wrote many of the Old
Testament Psalms (? 1800 B.C.), inscribing them on stone,
where |ater-day Hebrew priests (580 B.C.) found them
during captivity and subsequently incorporated them among
collection of hymns ascribed to Jewish authorship
(i.e., Psams of David).

UB 1061 And thus did the remnants of the missionariesin
Mesopotamia maintain the light of truth during the period
of the disorganization of the Hebrew peoples (probably from
Abraham to Moses, approximately four hundred years) until

the appearance of that long line of teachers of Israel

(Old Testament prophets) . . .(my parentheses)

Next consider that:

UB 491 When Machiventa Melchizedek ministered in semi-material
form on Urantia, he paid respectful homage to the Most High
Observer. ...

The Urantia Book author dlipsin the very important fact that M elchizedek ministered on
Urantiain semi-material form aswell asin hisprior material form of 94 years. Semi-
material means partly visible to the human eye. Also:

UB 1024 This same Melchizedek continued to collabor ate throughout
the succeeding nineteen centuries with the many prophets and
seer s, thus endeavoring to keep alive the truth of until ...
Michael’s (Christ’s) appearance on earth.

We know now that not only did Melchizedek minister in semi-materia form after his physical
ministry, but also that he "collaborated" with the prophets. This semi-material collaboration with
the Old Testament prophets resulted in the prophetic Old Testament scripture we have today.
Melchizedek collaborated with Abraham, with Moses, with Jacob, with Elijah, with Isaiah, with
Jeremiah, with Ezekiel, with Daniel, with the twelve "minor prophets* Joel through Malachi,
with the Teacher of Righteousness of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and with Enoch. Each of these
prophets have yet much to revea in dawning light of our 21% century. Melchizedek callsto us
through 2,500 years of time and says:

Hosea12:11 | spoke to the prophets;

It was | who multiplied visions,
and through the prophets gave parables.

The Urantia Book aso tells us that the later prophets (Isaiah through Malachi) were more
accurate than the earlier prophets such as Samuel. We will therefore focus our study on the later
prophets listed above. The Urantia Book also explains that the prophets’ understanding of God’s
motives and nature was conditioned by the cultural beliefs of their respective times. The prophets
therefore confused, at times, God’s holiness and righteousness for anger, God’s far-seeing
wisdom for retribution, and His intense concern for the welfare of His children for jealousy.
With time, the improved understanding of God’s loving and merciful nature progressed to a
climax in Second Isaiah (Chapters 40-55), with respect to whom:

UB 1069 No more beautiful proclamations about the heavenly Father have
have ever been made.



As aways, then, we must work with truth and error side by side, and use the generously
bestowed wisdom and information made available to us through The Urantia Book. Sufficeit to
say, for now, that the foundation of prophetic Old Testament scripture rests squarely on the
shoulders of Melchizedek. He aready knew the future of Israel and he collaborated with the
psamists, prophets, and servants of God to foretell, very accurately, the future history of Isradl.
Also, we will come to understand the evolution of meaning that scripture attaches to the word
"Israel," which ultimately means all those who desire to do the Father’s will. This foretold
history is ademonstration of the omniscience of God and his complete mastery of the universe,
which He has created.

In the upcoming chapters, we will use as our sources the three major and twelve minor
Prophets of the Old Testament, the book of 1Enoch, the Dead Sea Scrolls, Daniel, the Book of
Revelation, as well as various and sundry other writings that seem appropriate along the way. |
will aso introduce to you an undiscovered maor prophet. As Jesustells us, God:

UB 1731 did not cease to minister words of truth to the world when
the prophets of old made an end of their utterances. And, we
ourselves should "aspire to become the living prophets of the
Most High and the spiritua heroes of the coming kingdom."

UB 1390 And, "Jesus had an unerring ability for the recognition of
truth, and truth he never hesitated to embrace, no matter from
what sourceit emanated.

With regard to 1Enoch, consider:

UB 1390 While in the synagogue library at Nazareth, among the
apocalyptic books, which he had been studying, the manuscript
called the "Book of Enoch” ... proved very intriguing to him
(Jesus), and heread and re-read it many times. ... No other
scripture was so near the truth as this story (about the son of
man) in this only partially accredited "Book of Enoch"

What other great truths might we find in 1Enoch?

The Dead Sea Scrolls are important because they provide crucial missing information to the
overall prophetic picture of the Old Testament. The leader of the Qumran community, the
Teacher of Righteousness (100-200 B.C.), is an inspired and master interpreter of scripture. He
has much to teach us, and like the other Old Testament Prophets, the Teacher of Righteousness
hints at arevelatory experience that very likely represents further "collaboration™ with
Melchizedek.

The Revelation to John will be used in bits and pieces. The Urantia Book tells us that:

UB 1555 When in temporary exile on Patmos, John wrote the Book
of Revelation which you now have in greatly abridged and
distorted form. This Book of Revelation contains the surviving
fragments of a great revelation, large portions of which were
lost, other portions removed, subsequent to John’s writing.

It is preserved only in fragmentary and distorted form. Because of thisinformation | have
used Revelation sparingly and only when it builds upon aline of prophecy already established
previously in scripture. The "collaborator” in Revelation is no longer Melchizedek, but instead
Jesus/Michadl for thefirst time, as the "age of the gentile Christians” begins.

| have also included the work of several poets because prophets are usually poets and poets



are frequently prophets. Many times poetry foresees that which is later understood through
science and philosophy. Thisis so because:
UB 1199 Supreme and self-acting adjusters are often able to contribute

factors of spiritual import to the human mind when it flows

freely in the liberated but controlled channels of creative

imagination.
Of course, God Himself is the ultimate source of all true prophecy. Hetellsus:
|saiah 48:12 | am He—I am the First,

And | am the Last aswell.
My own hand founded the earth,
My right hand spread out the skies.
| saiah 48:16 From the beginning, | did not speak in secret; . ..
|saiah 48:3 Long ago, | foretold thingsthat happened,
From My mouth they issued, and | announced them;
Suddenly | acted, and they cameto pass. . .
| saiah 46:10 | foretell the end from the beginning,
And from the start, thingsthat had not occurred.
| say: My plan shall befulfilled;
| will doall | purposed . ..
| saiah 48:6 Asof now, | announceto you new things,
Weéll guarded secretsyou did not know.
Only now arethey created, and not of old . . .

| saiah 46:13 | am bringing my victory close;
It shall not befar,
And my triumph shall not be delayed.
In conclusion, God isthe source and Melchizedek isthe mediator of all Old Testament
prophecy. (Bible quotes are from the Hebrew trandglation, Tanakh, unless otherwise stated.)
What secrets of theline could be buried there?



The Validity of Prophecy
2

Let us not forget the Master's advice regarding scripture interpretation.

UB 1768 The Scriptures are sacred because they present the thoughts
and actions of men who were searching for God . . . they contain
much that istrue, very much, . . . but these writings also contain
much that is misrepresentative of the Father in heaven, the loving
Father | have cometo reveal to al the worlds. (Jesus)

UB 1768 Nathaniel, never permit yourself for one moment to believe the
Scripture records which tell you that the God of |ove directed your
forefathersto go forth in battle to slay al their enemies. . . Such
records are the work of men, not very holy men, and they are not
the word of God. The scriptures always have, and always will
reflect the intellectual, moral, and spiritual status of those who
create them. . . Many earnest seekers after the truth have been, and
will continue to be, confused and disheartened by these doctrines
of the perfection of Scripture (Jesus).

UB 1768 The authority of truth isthe very spirit that indwells. . .The
revelations of divine truth are not sealed except by human

ignorance, bigotry, and narrow minded intolerance.

uB 1770 Jesus did not hesitate to appropriate the better half of a
Scripture while he repudiated the lesser portion.

Now, with the rudder set straight, let’s define and further consider the prophet himself.

Consider the following quotes from The Prophets, by Abraham Heschel, 1962:

To a person endowed with prophetic insight, everyone el se appears blind. (pg.16)
To be aprophet is both adistinction and an affliction. . .
The prophet bears scorn and reproach (Jer. 15:15). Heis
stigmatized as amadman. . . heis alonely man. He alienates
the wicked as well asthe pious. (p. 18)
Ezekiel was told not to entertain any illusions. . . ‘I (God) send you
to them. . . whether they hear or refuse to hear.” Ezekiel 2&3 (p.19)
The prophet claims to be far more than amessenger. Heisa
person who standsin the presence of God (Jerermiah 15:9). (p. 21).
The gift heisblessed with isnot a skill, but rather the gift of
being guided and restrained. (p. 22).
He not only conveys but reveds. (p. 22).
The fundamental experience of the prophet is afellowship with
the feelings of God, a sympathy with the divine pathos. (p. 26).
Now consider the distinction between a false and a true prophet from Josh McDowell’s

Evidence That Demands a Verdict, 1972:

False prophets were usually paid staff under the king. . . They
"prophesied” what the king wanted to hear. . . he preaches of peace. . .
They steal the name of the Lord, use their own authority in His name and
clam their own self-exalted status. . . They lead the people with false
assurance. (p. 269).



True prophets. . .do not begin with a message of peace because god-like
peace comes only through holiness, righteousness and repentance. The
theme of the true prophet has been set by Moses, which is the theme of
God’s law. The true prophet is commissioned by God and speaks in His
name, with His authority. . . He challenges his hearers head on to examine
themselves. (p. 270).

Now lets move on to the accuracy of prophecy. Science always asks, what does the data say?
What is the prior success record? As with al searches for truth, we must come to each question
with an open mind, aware of the biases we inevitably have. Thisis particularly hard to do with
prophecy because we have all been inculcated with the same unexamined "modern™ suppositions
and assumptions regarding reality. We are like fish swimming in a sea of suppositions, and fish
are always the last to know about water, because it pervades their universe, and its absenceis
never experienced/realized. After al, isit really so hard to believe that our Father would want to
warn, teach, and prepare His children regarding events to come? Most modern, "popular,”
scholars think something like this: "Miracles are not possible and so they can not exist. And
miracles cannot exist because they are impossible. Now we have proved it." Notice anything
funny? Perhaps, thisis an example of how our "arrogance outruns our reason,” as per The
Urantia Book. Next, having "proved" the impossibility of prophecy, our most popular scholars
must now invent any possible scheme they can to "prove" that the accurate prophecy was in fact
written after the event had occurred. Thusthe caseis closed, irrefutable to anyone with a
"modicum of sense." And if the evidence istoo strong to refute, then the authorities of politically
correct thought step in to downplay, ignore, or obfuscate such evidence. This club sees no evil,
hears no evil, and does no evil.

There are many, many well-documented examples of detailed prophecies that have come true
to the exact details. We must realize that mans simplistic notions of time, space, and causality
have already been destroyed by a new and enlarged perspective largely forced on us by the
evidences of quantum theory, chaos theory, Bell’s theorem, and Godel’s incompleteness proof.
There is already a sound human basis for a philosophy that embraces both reason and intuition,
matter and spirit, logic and faith.

The materiaistic, reductionistic, mechanistic universe paradigm has been forever shattered.

Y et the majority of conventional scientists cling to their old ideas of certainty and predictability.
Thisis because thereis areligion about science that scientists are not willing to admit to, just as
stubbornly as any other religionist has, from time to time been. Thisreligion is unexamined and
lurks in the darkness of unrecognized assumptions, prejudices, and biases about the world and
the way we want it to be rather than the way it really is. If we want to be "top dog" and in
control of everything then we cannot also allow ourselvesto believe in God. A belief in God
would logically bring our self-sovereignty into question. Since we are too weak and prideful to
allow for the existence of spiritual realities we must find the Universe to be strictly materialistic,
strictly mechanistic, and strictly under our control. But then these religious beliefs of our
conventional scientists, and many others, are masqueraded as proved scientific certainties to the
untrained eye. Let it be known that alogical, rational, and intelligent person can examine
phenomena outside of our present paradigm and make logical judgments regarding the unknown.
The belief in God is neither irrational or unfounded. Infact we will seethat abelief ina
purposeful God is far more rational than a belief in an unending series of infinitely improbable
"accidents." The scientific method is a good approach to all types of questions and always asks
what does the evidence show. Even if thereis only one well-documented case of a detailed and



accurate prophecy, our assumptions about reality must be adjusted to allow for this. Instead,
what happens is that uncomfortable facts are quickly swept under the rug to keep up
appearances. Most people, including scientists, do not love truth. Therefore, the truth is
crucified and sacrificed day after day in the halls of cowardice, laziness, and self-centeredness.

Now letslook at the evidence about the past predictive accuracy of prophecy. If the past
evidence of accuracy is good, then we can confidently use prophecy to look into our future.

| have selected several prophecies that will be well known and therefore easy to evaluate by
the individual reader. First, some material from an informative letter written by Preston Thomas
to Larry Watkins, 1992, about prophecy. Both individuals are Urantia Book students.

L etter Jeremiah lived in the time before the fall of Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar
Preston (of Babylon). He prophesied for twenty years before it happened...and for
Thomas this he was put in prison. | (Preston Thomas) am attracted to Jeremiah

because he (like ustoday) lived in atime before a great crisis— the fall of
all Jerusalem and Judah to Nebuchadnezzar. Jeremiah’s ministry began
around 625 B.C. and ended sometime after 580 B.C. In 586 B.C., after an
extended siege, Nebuchadnezzar leveled the city and the temple, and took
most of the remaining residents of Judeainto captivity (in Babylon). The
first twenty chapters of Jeremiah record this prophecy of Judea many
Jeremiah’s prophecy is very specific and right on the money. For example,
Jer 20:4, "1 (the Lord) will give Judeainto the hand of the King of
Babylon, he shall carry you captive to Babylon."...By the way, this
prophecy is confirmed by the Urantia Book (1067D), "it was considered
blasphemous treason when during the siege of Jerusalem, Jeremiah said;
‘And now have I (the Lord) given these lands into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon, my servant.” And when
Jeremiah counseled the surrender of the city, the priests and civil rulers
cast him into a miry pit of dismal dungeon..." (Preston Thomas)
Other examples of the positive portrayal of prophecy (in the Urantia Book) include the

following:
Ever and anon true prophets and teachers arose to denounce and
expose Shamanism. (UB 988). Guatama was areal prophet. (UB 1035)
Our Father did indeed speak through Moses, Elijah, Isaiah, Amos, and
Hosea. (UB 1731) But true prophetic vision is a suprapsychologic
presentiment. Such visitations are not hallucinations, neither are they
trancelike ecstasies. (UB 1000) (Preston Thomas, letter 1992)

Preston Thomas continues. Another excellent example is found in Isaiah 53...(Written over
600 years before Jesus.)
Isaiah 53 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows,
KJV and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he

was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows,
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that made us whole,
and with his stripes we are healed.



All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned every one to his own way;

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like
alamb that is led to the slaughter,

and like a sheep that before its shearersis dumb,

so he opened not his mouth.

By oppression and judgment he was taken away;

and asfor his generation,

who considered that he was cut off of the land of the living,

stricken for the transgression of my people?

And they made his grave with the wicked and with arich man in his death,
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
(Preston Thomas)

Preston Thomas points out...Notice how many "hits" this prophecy contains:
. He was despised and rejected by men
. A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief
. He was despised, and we esteemed him not
. He has born our griefs and carried our sorrows
. He was wounded for our transgressions
. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth
. Like alamb that isled to the Slaughter
. By oppression and judgment he was taken away
. And they made his grave with the wicked, and with arich
man in his death, although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
(Preston Thomas, letter 1992)
I think you must admit that this is an excellent and specific, description of Jesus’ life here on
earth.
Having heard from Preston Thomas, let’s consider some research from Grant Jeffrey, a well-
known Christian prophecy interpreter.
EZEKIEL’S VISION OF THE REBIRTH OF ISRAEL IN 1948
The prophet Ezekiel, like Daniel, was carried off to Babylon as a captive.
He prophesied there for about 20 years. Also he, like Daniel, was aware
from the prophecies of Jeremiah that the captivity in Babylon would | ast
only 70 years. Here is what he prophesied: Ezekiel 4:3-6, "this shall be a
sign to the house of Israel. Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the
iniquity of the house of Israel upon it: upon it thou shalt bear their iniquity.
For | (the Lord) have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to
the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days:. so shalt thou bear
the iniquity on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of
Judah forty days: | (the Lord) have appointed each day for ayear." (Grant Jeffrey)
In this prophecy we are given a clear message that Isragl (the Northern
tribes would be punished for 390 days of years plus an additional 40 days
of year for Judah’s (Southern Tribes) transgressions—which is atotal of 430



years. From the Second Captivity they only served 70 years and then were
freed by king Cyrus. So it appears that we have a conflict since 430 years
minus 70 years = 360 years |eft for future punishment. (Grant Jeffrey)
Leviticus 26: | tell them therules, and Verse 18 tells them that if they still
disobey God that their punishment will be seven times more severe.  If
you continue this chapter you will see that God warns the Israglites more
than once that if they didn’t repent of their sins that the previously specifie
judgments would be multiplied by seven (the number of completion).
(Grant Jeffrey)
So now we have anew duration of punishment, remember we had 360
years of unfulfilled punishment, and the Jews had not only not repented of
their sins but they crucified the very one who could redeem them. So, the
360 years remaining period of punishment is multiplied by 7 which equals
2,520 Biblical years. A biblical year is 360 days (Grant Jeffrey)
The end of the Babylonian captivity iswell documented historically as
536 B.C., s0 2,520 years from 536 B.C. equals May 14, 1948—THE VERY
DAY THAT ISRAEL BECAME A NATION. (Grant Jeffrey)

The Lord in this example is like the strict parent who lays out the rules and penaltiesin
advance and sticks to hisword. Heisstrict, but always fair, and always trying to give his
children the benefit of any doubt. The Lord’s time horizon, 2500 years, is a little longer than our
own. Nevertheless, 2500 years earns a lot of respect.

Next under consideration, The Secrets of the Dead Sea Scrolls, by Randall Price, 1996, states:
"This fragmentary text, dated to about 100 B.C. is known as 4QaaronA (4Q541) because it refers
to asagely and priestly figure. The trandation of the crucial fragments (9& 24) are often
considered together, but are probably not related, read as follows:"

Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls

DSC
4Q541.9

DSC
4Q541.24

He will atone for al the children of his generation, and he will

be sent to al his children of his[pe] ople. Hisword islike a

word of heaven, and his teaching is in accordance with the will

of God. His eternal sun will shine, and hislight will be kindled in
all corners of the earth, and it will shine on the darkness. Then the
darkness will pass away [frolm the earth, and thick darkness from
the dry land. (spiritual darkness) (my parenthesis)

They will speak many words against him, and they will invent
many [lies] and fictions against him and speak shameful things
about him. Evil will overthrow his generation [...] His situation
will be one of lying and violence [and] the people will go astray
in the days, and be confounded.

Do [not] grieve for [him] [...] God will set many things right

[...] many revealed things [...] Examine and seek and know what
the dove (or: Jonah?) sought (?) and do not afflict the weak by
wasting or hanging [...] [Let] not the nail approach him. So you
will establish for your father a name of joy, and for your brothers
aproven foundation [...] You will see and rejoice in the eternal
light, and you will not be an enemy. (dotted lines and parentheses
indicate missing origina text)



The first paragraph describes the Son of Man perfectly; his"eternal” existence, "hisword like
aword of heaven," and his "teaching in accordance with the will of God" could apply to no other
person. Thefirst line of thisfirst paragraph refers to the concept of atonement. This erroneous
concept is an example of how revelation is shaped by the cultural mindset into which it is given,
just as acup gives shape to the coffee poured into it. We must distinguish between the facts
described and the prophet’s interpretation of those facts; i.e. the same level separation that the
Urantia Book teaches: fact, meaning, value. The events can still be accurate even if the
prophet’s assumptions and interpretations of these is incomplete or inaccurate; i.e. the coffee
tastes the same no matter which cup you choose to put it in. The method of level separation
taught in the Urantia Book is a very powerful tool for the understanding of all phenomena, as
well as this specific phenomenon, prophecy inter pretation.

The second paragraph of 4Q541.9 describes the corrupt social and political scene found at the
time of Jesus’ death, near the end of an age in 70 AD (Roman war). This corrupted socio-
political scene of lying, violence and confusion can refer to any end of an age time period, asit is
the same for all ends of ages: i.e. the destruction of Jerusalem and the First Templein 587 B.C.,
the destruction of Jerusalem and the Second Temple A.D. 70, and today; the end of the
dispensation of the "gentiles/Christians” (as well asthe end of the larger age of the Adamic
default and the temporary Sovereignty of Man). Human ages end because the weeds eventually
overgrow the good seed. This happens because there is no one to pluck up the weeds along the
way. Only adivine leadership can have the authority and wisdom to do this consistently and
effectively over long periods of time. Not only man, but even most lower orders of divine beings
are incapable of self-governance asis discussed in The Urantia Book.

UB 766 Without help from superhuman sourcesthe strain of society
breaks down upon reaching certain limits, and these very
influences of social mobilization —hunger, love, vanity and
fear — conspireto plunge mankind into war and bloodshed.

Melchizedek surely understands this and just as surely would have provided a solution for it
in his"comprehensive plan” for rehabilitation of the planet. | wonder if he is challenged by any
impatience as he waits for harvest time and the beginning of a new dispensation for his estranged
children, to whom he has devoted so much, for so long.

The third paragraph of the Dead Sea Scroll text 5Q541 under consideration, again describes
Jesus’ situation accurately and specifically, this time crucifixion isalluded to, i.e. "do not afflict
the weak by wasting or hanging [...] [let] not the nail approach him." The "nail" and "hanging"
are specific to ancient descriptions of crucifixion. No one knows for sure, but my intuition tells
me that the Qumran leader, the Teacher of Righteousness, is addressing his community in this
paragraph and is warning them not to have any part in the upcoming, near future crucifixion of
the Son of Man, so that they and their families will stay on the side of righteousness. Very likely
then, Melchizedek has aready "collaborated” with the Teacher of Righteousnessin arevelatory
process that has included revelaton of Jesus and his crucifixion. The Teacher of Righteousnessis
God’s servant and prophet for that time period, 100 years before the birth of Jesus. The Qumran
community is then afaithful Jewish remnant of that time who have elected to follow God's will,
and who have chosen self-exile (isolation) from the corruption and lawlessness of their times. By
the evidence of this accurate and important prophecy about Jesus, we can postul ate that other
prophetic material in the Dead Sea Scrolls may also be highly accurate and important. Since the
Teacher’s prophecies clearly focused on a future Messianic time period, when all is set right in
the world, this body of prophecy islikely to be very important to our situation today at the close



of The Age, just before the arrival of the Messiah, Melchizedek. What a"coincidence” that these
Scrolls have just been recently found and brought to our attention today, the very day of its
relevance. We will return to the Scrolls at various points later on.

Now, continuing to explore the accuracy of past prophecy, letslook at an Old Testament
prophecy regarding ancient Moab-Ammon. The following is an extended excerpt from Josh
McDowell’s, Evidence that Demands a Verdict, Vol. 1, copyright 1972.

M oab-Ammon

Two small kingdoms, Moab, positioned east of the Dead Sea, and Ammon, north of Moab,
were also objects of God’s judgment.
Scripture and Dating:

Ezekiel 25:3 ...And say to the sons of Ammon, "hear the word of the Lord God!
Thus says the Lord God, ‘Because you said, "Aha!" against My
sanctuary when it was profaned, and against the house of Judah when
they went into exile, and against the land of Israel when it was made desol ate,

Ezekiel 25:4 Therefore, behold, | (the Lord) am going to give you to the sons of the east for
a
possession, and they will set their encampments among you and make their
dwellings among you; they will eat your fruit and drink your milk.
Jeremiah 48:47 Yet | will restore the fortunes of Moab in the latter days, declaresthe Lord.
Thus for the judgment on Moab.

Jeremiah 49:6 But afterward | will restore the fortunes of the sons of Ammon, declares the
Lord.
Predictions:

Ezekiel 25:4 Will be taken by easterners who will live off the fruits of the land
Ezekiel 25:4 "Men of the east”" will make Ammon asite for their palaces
Jeremiah 48:47

49:6 People of Old Moab and Ammon will reinhabit their land

History:

With thisin mind, we will study the background and history of these lands. Howard Vos
writes: "A study of the topography of the area demonstrates the impregnabl e nature of mountain
strongholds, and an indication of the military prowessis seen in the fact that Baasha, the
Ammonite, sent 10,000 troops to Quargar in 354 B.C. to do battle with Shalmanesser of Assyria
So rich and powerful was the nation (Ammon) when Jeremiah wrote, "Rabbah [Ammon] shall be
adesolate heap that it seemed very unlikely that such a catastrophe would ever occur.” (Josh
McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict)

Thefirst and second predictions have been fulfilled as predicted, according to Howard Vos.
"The Emir Abdullah of the East, ruler of Trangordania, built his palace there, fulfilling another
prophecy that the men of the East shall possess Rabbah and set dwellings and palacesin her. In
recent days the Emir has distinguished himself as director of the Arab Legion, which has taken
such an active part in the fighting with the Jews in Palestine. Today the City of Ammon has a
population of over 20,000, is a stopping place of the Damascus-Hejaz Railway, and has officials



of other nations numbered among its population. The size of the city is significant when one
realizes it numbered only a couple of hundred inhabitantsin 1920."

V os summarizes in asimple manner and states that "men of the east do inherit her (Moab) at
the present..."

At present, however, Moab and Ammon are waking up. Keep in mind the third prediction as
this quote from Davisisreveaed. (Josh McDowell)

Both lands [Moab and Ammon] are making rapid strides forward

after their long sleep of centuries. Ammon, the Capital of Trans-Jordan,
isthe Old Rabbath of the Ammonites, that was captured by Joab and the
Israelites acting under the direction of King David. Only a dozen years
ago Ammon was a mere village of two or three hundred people. Today
it isaflourishing city with a population of 20,000 and is the residence of
the ruler of Trans-Jordan, the Emir Abdellah. (George Davis, Evidence
that Demands a Verdict, Josh McDowell, pg. 287).

Possibly the people inhabiting Moab and Ammon are not the ancient M oabites and
Ammonites, but even if this possibility were to be entertained, isit too much of a stretch of the
imagination to see it happening in the future? (Josh McDowell)

The impact of this material has been so great that awriter in a

purely secular encyclopedia with a tremendous circulation has said:
‘But Israel remained a great power while Moab disappeared. It istrue
that Moab was continuously hard pressed by desert hordes; the exposed
condition of the land is emphasized by the chains of ruined forts and
castles, which even the Romans, were compelled to construct. But the
explanation isto be found within Isragl itself, and especialy in the work
of the prophets. (Howard Vos, Evidence that Demands A Verdict, Josh
McDowell, pg. 287)

Peter Stoner evaluates the probability of this being fulfilled at one thousand-to-one.
The estimates for the probable fulfillment of these items [relating to]
the Moab-Ammon prophecies were given as (1) 1 in 5 for the take-over
by men of the east; (2) 1in 10 [for] palacesin Ammon; (3) 1in 10 [for
the] return of the Moabites and Ammonites. This gives an estimatein
the whole prophecy of 1 in 10 (Josh McDowell)

Another excellent example of well-documented, accurate propheciesis the book of Daniel.
Daniel, chapter 11, accurately and in great detail predicts over 400 years of history. (Discussed
in this book in the chapter - Daniel.) This startling information has been buried in dust by the
naysayers, whose logic and premises are quite flimsy but have nevertheless ruled the day for so
long. However, studies of the Dead Sea Scrolls support strongly the thesis that Daniel was
written long before, and not after, the events prophesied.

These then, are but a small number of very accurate propheciesin the Old Testament
prophetic scripture. | am no expert, by any means, but | know of no well-documented Old
Testament prophecies that have been definitively shown to be inaccurate. The prophecies are
precise and detailed, and sometimes include precise time frames for their fulfillment. Ultimately,
prophecy is only possible because human minds are capable of tuning in to God’s mind. Only
God can know the future. Hismind is omniscient and absolute. The quality and accuracy of
any given prophecy is determined by the intellectual capacity and spiritual receptivity of the
prophet’s mind.



“The more complete the prophet’s subordination is to God’s will, the higher is the potential
for safe and accurate receptivity. Dreams and visions are sometimes used, but the more common
and mundane experiences are those "suprapsychol ogic presentiments' (UB 1000) given through
the intuitive mind. This represents the same process as achieving close contact with the
indwelling thought adjuster that is described in full detail by The Urantia Book and discussed in
alater chapter. And so, the cup of our understanding grows and changes as we assimilate
knowledge and concepts and grow spiritually in our lives. Our ultimate capacity islimited only
by time, our will, and the biologic factors that condition intelligence and spiritual receptivity.
However, no matter how large or small our cup may be, God will always fill us up over the brim
of our capacity. And when the capacity of the material form is exhausted, another and higher
formisgiven. This process of increase never ends because God never ends.



The Foretold History of |srael

3

This history of "Isragl" begins and ends with Melchizedek. It begins with Melchizedek

bringing God's covenant to Abraham.

UB 1020 Said he to Abraham: ‘Look now to the heavens and number
the stars if you are able; so numerous will your seed be.” And
then Melchizedek told Abraham the story of the future occupation
of Canaan by his offspring after their sojourn in Egypt. This
covenant of Melchizedek with Abraham represents the great
Urantian agreement between humanity and divinity when God
agrees to do everything and man agrees only to believe God’s
promises and follow hisinstructions.

First note that Melchizedek knows the future with certainty and tellsit directly to Abraham.
We will see that Melchizedek knows a lot more than just this tidbit of "Israel’s" future history.
Also note that while the Bible views the covenant to be between God and Isradl; the Urantia
Book views the covenant to be between God and al humanity. Aswe will see, thereisno
contradiction because "lsragl” grows from afew tribes to include Christians and Jews and finally
all of humanity over time. God creates through an organic evolutionary process we call history in
retrospect. Now for some very important family relationships.

Abraham and Sarah bring forth Isaac. 1saac and Rebekah bring forth Esau and Jacob. Jacob is
chosen by Isaac to be the birthright son who inherits the largest share of material wealth and
receives the specia blessings of God. Jacob and Rachel then bring forth Joseph and Benjamin.
Joseph is the chosen birthright son. Jacob has six other sons by his other wife, Leah; two sons by
Rachel’s maid, and two sons by Leah’s maid. Jacob's grand total of sons, then, is twelve. Jacob is
later called Israel, because heis the progenitor of the twelve tribes of Israel. Next, Joseph,
Jacob’s son, has a dream wherein the sun, moon and el even stars bow down to him (Genesis).
This prefigures Joseph’s later status as the "chosen" birthright son of Jacob, wearing the "crown"
of the "elect." Joseph’s brothers become resentful and jealous of him and conspire to throw him
into apit. They then sell him to traveling Ishmaelites on their way to Egypt. Joseph is very
capable and intelligent. He also has a gift of interpreting dreams, as does Daniel |ater on.
Therefore, Joseph is very successful in Egypt and becomes the chief administrator for all Egypt
in his service to the king of Egypt. Joseph predicts, by the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream, an
upcoming drought and famine and he stores up grain for several yearsin preparation. When this
drought affects Canaan as well as Egypt, Jacob, who is till living in Canaan, sends afew sons to
buy grain from Egypt. Joseph recognizes his siblings when they arrive and he sends word to
Jacob to come to Egypt with the rest of the extended family. Thus, there is an emotional reunion
between Jacob and his favorite son, Joseph. In this manner, Jacob’s growing family (children,
grandchildren, etc.) spends several hundred years in Egypt, first in the service of friendly kings
and then later enslaved to progressively more hostile Egyptian leadership. When Jacob is on his
deathbed, he calls Joseph and Joseph’s two sons Ephraim and Manasseh to his side for his
farewell blessing and instruction, as established by previous tradition.

Genesis48:3 And Jacob said to Joseph, ‘El Shaddai appeared to me and
said, ‘I will make you fertile and numerous, making of you a
community of peoples; and | will assign thisland to your
offspring to come for an everlasting possession.



Thisis, more or less, arepeat of the Abrahamic covenant. Could El Shaddai have been the
semi-material Melchizedek? Jacob then places hisright hand on Ephraim’s head (indicating his
most favored status) and hisleft hand on Manasseh’s head (even though he is the older of the two
and would normally have been the most favored son) and says,

Genesis48:16  Blessthe lads; in them may my name be recalled and may
they be teeming multitudes on the earth.

Genesis 49:1 Subsequently, as per tradition, "Jacob called all his sons
together, that Jacob may tell them what isto befall them in
the days to come."

Jacab, after having blessed Joseph’s children, who are his grandchildren, then goes through
each of his other twelve sons and their respective tribes, outlining their future destinies and
blessings. Focusing here on Joseph, the eleventh son, Jacob says:

Genesis 49:22 Joseph is afruitful bough
A fruitful bough by a spring
Its branches grow over awall

Archers bitterly assail him
They shot at him and harried him
Y et his bow stayed taut
And his arms were made firm
By the hand of the Mighty One of Jacob —
There, the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel —
The God of your father who helps you
And Shaddai (? Melchizedek) who blesses you
With blessings of heaven above. . .
Surpass the blessings of my ancestors (Abraham and Isaac)
To the utmost bounds of the eternal hills
May they rest on the head of Joseph,
On the brow of the elect of his brothers. (Joseph)

In Deuteronomy. 33, Moses also gives Joseph, and his sons Ephraim and Manasseh, the
highest blessings on his deathbed. M oses says of Joseph,

Deuteronomy 33:13-17 Blessed of the Lord be his land, with the bounty of dew
from heaven and the bounteous yield of the sun, and the
bounty of the earth and its fullness, and the favor of the
Presence in the Bush (? Melchizedek). May these rest on the
head of Joseph, on the crown of the elect of his brothers. Like a
firstling bull in his mgjesty, he has thorns like the horns of a
wild ox; with them he gores the peoples to the ends of the
earth. One and all these are the myriads of Ephraim; those are
the thousands of Manasseh.
Here, in Deuteronomy 33, we have foretold the material blessings and military might of the
descendants of Ephraim and Manasseh. The "bounteous yield of the sun and the bounty of the
earth” means plenteous yield from the best crop lands. The "bull in his majesty,” who "gores the



peoples,” is symbolic of military might. The "myriads of Ephraim" isavery large number and
the "thousands of Manasseh” is aless large number.

And so we reflect on who these descendants might be if they were among us today. What
peoples or nations of today have been blessed with the greatest material blessings and military
might? Is this prophecy fulfilled, yet to be fulfilled, or afailure? Also note the association of the
elect (chosen) status with the crown; with reproductive and material fruitfulness; with the bow of
the triumphant archer; and with military prowess ("he gores the peoples to the end of the earth").
These associations will be referred to in other parts of this study. Before returning to The
Foretold History of Israel, lets briefly consider some confusing terminology that we will meet
as we study the Biblical prophets.

After studying diagram #1-3 in the appendix, we can begin to understand some of the
references made in the Bible regarding the various tribes of Israel. First, the word Israel isavery
confusing designation. It isusually used to refer to the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel who lose
their identity and become the Lost Ten Tribes of Isragl. Thislost remnant, is according to
prophecy, re-gathered and re-united with Judah at the end of the age and the story ends where it
begins, completing the age. Ephraim is also used to designate the Northern Tribes because
Ephraim comprises a magjority of the population of Israel. Remember, Ephraim inherits the el ect
status, as indicated by a crown, from his Father Joseph. Great fruitfulness is bestowed on the
elect. Therefore, over successive generations, the tribe of Ephraim increases geometrically and
becomes alarger and larger proportion of the total population of the Northern Tribes and a so of
the whole House of Israel aswell (see diagram #2). "Jacob" is aso used sometimes to designate
the whole House of Israel; Judah plus Isragl. It can also be used to refer to just the Northern
Tribes as well because most of Jacob is made up of Northern Israel which in turn is made up of
Ephraim. Judah, not being as bountiful remains a small and shrinking percentage of the total
population, as does all the other tribes except Ephraim and, to a lesser extent, Manasseh who aso
inherits some of the bounty bestowed by his Father Joseph. Again the context of the particular
designation isour guide asthe names|srael and Jacob themselves can confuse. Now lets
return to the Foretold History of Israel.

The growing families from Joseph’s two sons and Jacob’s eleven sons remain in Egypt for
several hundred years until they become progressively enslaved by the Egyptian kings. They
suffer deprivation and debasement until Moses arises and is called by the Lord to be His servant.
Moses, with a supposed series of miracles, leads Jacob (all the Israglites) out of Egypt in a40-
year trek back to Canaan, the land promised to Abraham by Melchizedek. Once established in
the Holy Land, the House of Israel unifies for a period and then divides into northern (Israel) and
southern (Judah) factions. The Northern Tribes (Isragl/Ephraim) turn away from God first and
become progressively depraved, sinful, and foolish, even sacrificing their own children to pagan
gods. Thosein high positions, the power €elite, become the most depraved of all, absolute power
corrupting absolutely. Having turned their backs on God, the Northern Tribes drift farther and
farther away from God and truth. Foolishly, the leaders of Isragl try to silence the prophets sent
by God and succeed in leading the people into destruction and captivity at the hands of the
Assyrians. The surviving remnant of Isragl (the Northern Ten Tribes) first go into exilein
Assyriaand then later migrate northward, never to return, losing their identify and becoming the
"Lost Ten Tribes' of Israel. Meanwhile, Judah is undergoing the same corrupting process, also
ignores her prophets, and is also destroyed except for aremnant. The remnant of Judah istaken
into captivity to (one city) Babylon for the next seventy years. Cyrus of Persia-Mediathen
conquers Babylon and frees the Judah (Jews) remnant to return to Canaan and build the second



temple. Then the whole process starts over again. The people (Judah remnant) turn away from
God again; the elite leadership of "vipers" (as John the Baptist called them) grow more and more
arrogant and less and less wise. They conspire to bring about Jesus’ death and fail to recognize
their spiritual savior as portrayed by their prophets. Then the leaders plunge their nation once
again headlong into war and inevitable destruction, this time at the hands of the Roman army
in 70 A.D. Most die, but aremnant of Judah is scattered among many nations for the next two
thousand years while the Christians have their turn to carry the torch of God during the presently
ending "Age of the Gentiles". This is Israel’s history to the present time.

The Biblical Prophets, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and 1Enoch all predict afina end of the age
when the "Messiah" comes to put an end to war and to reunite the Judah and Lost Isragl remnants
into one nation again and forevermore. The Messiah a so judges the nations, the peoples, and
establishesjustice. He entersright after the onset of the messianic war where "all the nations"
come against Isragl.

Asit stands now, the remnant of Judah (the Jews) has been and is being re-gathered into
modern Israel, with nationhood declared in 1948. The Lost Israel (northern tribes) remnant is
still unidentified and un-gathered, seemingly lost to history. Also, for the first timein the history
of Israel, the world situation is entering a scenario that could, for the first time, conceivably see
"al the nations”, (the United Nations), as prophesied, come against modern Isragl (remnant of
Judah) through the newly formed "global police force,” NATO. If and when this "police force"
comes against modern Israel the Messiah is prophesied to intervene. Our upcoming study of
prophecy will fill in many details of what is about to occur. Nevertheless, every individual is
free to choose their own part in what is about to unfold.



M elchizedek—
L ord of the Old T estament
4

Before going on to the prophetic works themselves, | would like to review the
confusing designations used to denote deity and divine personages. In the Old Testament
there are ahost of different names used to refer to God. Some of these are: God, Lord
God of Hosts, the Most High, God of Israel, the Holy One of Israel, the Lord your God
and Lord. The Urantia Book tells us that many Melchizedek references were erased from
the otherwise compl ete scriptures regarding his activities and teachings (UB 1023). We
are also told that conversations between Abraham and Melchizedek were changed to
"angel of the Lord" and "Lord" in the place of Melchizedek’s name (UB 1023). Moses
knew the traditions regarding Melchizedek (UB 1016, 1022). Otherwise, these traditions
were progressively lost over time by nearly al. The Urantia Book also tells us that many
of the later Hebrew scribes and priests thought that M el chizedek was one and the same as
God (UB 1023). There is much confusion regarding these various designations of deity.
One solution is simple—forget about the particular name used entirely and decide by the
context of the scripture who is being referred to. There arereally only two choicesin the
Old Testament, i.e., the reference is either to God or else to Melchizedek, who is often
confused with God. Consider:

Psalm 135:21 KJV  Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, who dwells at Jerusalem
Praise the Lord.

Zionis also caled the City of David and literally means "the dwelling place of the
Lord". Since we know that God himself has never "dwelled in Zion", therefore "the Lord"
must be either Melchizedek or an error of some type. The likelihood of this being an error
would seem remote, as this same "dwelling in Jerusalem™ context in association with
"Lord" isused in many places and by many different authorsin the Bible. That Zionisa
literal dwelling place for a divine being is supported by many other contexts as well. For
example, "the Lord" is said to leave Zion before the Babylonian captivity because of the
continued rebelliousness and obstinance of the people. The Lord can't leave Zion unless
he previoudly lived in Zion. Also, Melchizedek was at the right place, at the right time,
and is known to have ministered in "semi-material” form. (UB 491). We also know from
the Urantia Book that Melchizedek was referred to as "the Lord" in Genesis—why not in
Exodus, Deuteronomy, and the prophets? Moses speaks to "the Lord" in conver sational
dialogue and is described in scripture as being observed by the people while directly
speaking to "the Lord". There are dozens of lines of scripture in avariety of different
books that speak of "the Lord" leading the Israglites and Moses from a "pillar of cloud"”
overhead. The cloud leads them during the day and radiates light "like afire" overhead
during the night. Who else but Melchizedek, in semi-material form, could conceivably fit
these Biblical descriptions? We will also see later on that one of Melchizedek’s attributes



in scripture isthat heis able to emit large amounts of visible light. Most importantly
though, this same "Lord" returnsin the future to "dwell in Zion" again, to "judge the
nations," and to establish peace and righteousness in the "latter days'. The Dead Sea
Scrollsidentifiesthis” Lord" asthe Messiah figure of the future and asbeing none
other than Melchizedek himself. 11Q13isastriking and tremendously important
document written in thefirst century BCE. It centers on the mysterious figure of
Melchizedek and is titled ‘the coming of Melchizedek’. There are only a few references
(Genesis 14, and Psalms 110) in the Old Testament regarding Mel chizedek by name.

The following excerpt is a quote from Michael Wise, The Dead Sea Scrolls about the
11Q13, Melchizedek scroll. This excerpt is addressing "the agent of salvation,” the
Messiah who comes at the end of the age and isreferred to in the Bible as Lord and even
‘God’.



Amos
(775-750 B.C.)
5

We begin our journey through the Old Testament prophets with Moses |eading the tribes up to
the very entrance of Canaan, the Promised Land. Moses diesjust before the entrance point, and
the tribes, now under the direction of Joshua, enter into Canaan as promised by Melchizedek 400
year’s prior. Let’s see what happens now:

The People (the majority)

Amos 2:4 Thus said the Lord:

760 BC They (Northern Israelites) have spurned the Teaching of the Lord
And have not observed His laws;
They are beguiled by delusions
After which their fathers walked.

Amos 2:6 They have sold for silver
Those whose cause was just
And the needy for a pair of sandals.
Ah, you who trample the heads of the poor...
And make the humble walk atwisted course!

You alone havel singled out
Of all thefamilies of the earth—
That iswhy | call you to account
For all your iniquities.
Amos 3:9 Gather on the hill of Samaria
And witness the great outrages within her
And the oppression in her midst
They are incapable of doing right-declares the Lord.
They store up lawlessness and rapine
In their fortresses.

The Lord tells us through Amos that since he has singled out the people of Israel, teaching
them about his laws and ways, he will, therefore, hold them more accountable for their iniquities
— even though the other "families of the earth" do the same or worse. "To those whom much has
been given, much will also be expected.”

Drought, famine, pestilence and military losses accumulate against the Northern Tribes
(Israel) because they (the "people” here) have turned their back on God, and the Lord says:
Amos4:11  Yet you have not turned back to Me.

Amos5:1 Hear this word which | intone
Asadirge over you, O House of Isradl:
Fallen, not to rise again,
Ismaiden Isragl;
Abandoned on her soil
With none to lift her up...
For thus said my Lord God:
The town that marches out athousand strong



Shall have ahundred left
And the town that marches out a hundred strong
Shall have but ten left.

The Lord now tells the people in advance that disaster approaches them (the Assyrian
invasion) because God has "abandoned" them to their own devices by taking away his special
protection of them.

Amos 3.7 Indeed, the Lord God does nothing
Without having revealed His purpose
To Hisservantsthe prophets.
A lion has roared,
Who can but fear?
The Lord God has spoken,
Who can but prophesy?

Meélchizedek tells us through Amos that God "does nothing without having revealed His
purposes’ through His servants, the prophets. In thisregard, today is no different from yesterday.
God will again reveal His plansto those who will listen.

The calamities that befall a nation are the direct result of the spiritual and moral degeneracy
that exists. When a people and their leader s separ ate themselves from God to pursuetheir
own gain, they also separate themselves from the source of all wisdom and prudence. Our
selfish acts carry the seed of their own destruction just as night follows day. The warp and woof
of reality isjustice and mercy. One can go against this grain, but the friction generated burns up
the result.

Now, watch what happens to these writings, which previously pertained to the conditionsin
Israel around 720 B.C.:

Amos 9:9 | (the Lord) will give the order
And shake the House of Israel—
Through all the nations—
Asone shakes sand in asieve,
And not a pebble fallsto the ground...
Amos9:13 A timeiscoming
-declares the Lord

When the plowman shall meet the reaper,
And the treader of grapes (will meet)
Him who holds the seed;
When the mountains will drip wine
And all the hills shall wave [with grain].
| will restore My people Isragl.
They shall rebuild ruined cities and inhabit them;
They shall plan vineyards and drink their wine;
They shall till the gardens and eat their fruits.
And | will plant them on their soil,
Nevermor e to be uprooted
From the soil | have given them.
The first stanza describes the dispersion (shaking of sand) of the Northern Tribes (Isragl)
throughout the nations. The last two stanzas of Amos dlip into afuture description of atime



when Isragl isrestored to its native lands, after which Isragl shall nevermore be uprooted again.
Nothing except divine intervention could establish Israel "nevermore” to be uprooted. Therefore
thislast stanzais about the Messianic End of The Age time period when the Lord/Messiah
IMélchizedek comes. "Mountains dripping with wine" are also Messianic references. Future,
past, and present are often described within a single unit of text, almost asif theeventsare
fused together with the element of time removed. Indeed, God sees history from outside time,
where ultimate causes yield ultimate effects, despite their "apparent” unrel atedness to the human
eye of sequential time.

Similar references, such as "forever," "nevermore,”" and "everlasting" occur in conjunction
with aconsistently repeated list of End of The Age events, such as restoration of Israel in the
example before us. These events and references are densely distributed throughout all of the Old
Testament prophets. If these End of the Age events are erroneous, then alarge percentage of Old
Testament prophecy is worthless and completely unreliable. Judging though from the prior
high accuracy of Old Testament prophecy, we must by force of logic consider these yet
unfulfilled propheciesto be highly probable futur e events. Melchizedek already knew the
future history of Isragel when he "collaborated” with the prophets. He obtained this
foreknowledge from God Himself, in whose presence he formulated his plans for the
rehabilitation of our planet Urantia. This partnership with God is part of Melchizedek’s private
journey with the Father, just as we all have our private journeys with Him. And, for those who
know the Father, it is easy to believe that he would provideinstruction for hischildren
during dangerous periods of time and thisis precisely what He has done through the medium of
sacred scripture.



